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Primero Homecoming 2022
WHO LET THE DOGS OUT!?!?
By Jonathan Torres
BREAKING NEWS: Black bulldog spotted at
homecoming pep rally and the volleyball game the
next day! It was seen dancing, saying hi to kids,
and so many more, but the question is, who is this
mysterious bulldog?
Not only there was a black bulldog, but also a
grey one.
He was also seen at a volleyball game on Oct 1,
2022. He/she also has a secret identify, but we
have so many questions about these bulldogs. Who
are they? Will we see them again? Are they
friends? What grade are they in? Do you know
who’s under the masks?

Homecoming Court: Hannah Kinnison, Bella Shew, and Rebecca Vigil
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Homecoming Court Halftime:
Ethan Bailey, Shawn Martinez, Brett Kendall, and Dustin Keeth
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Student Council Class Representatives
KaceyMay Costa

Sixth Grade Representatives

Kayden Olguin

Student Council Class Representatives
Addy Dunlap

Seventh Grade Representatives

Alyvia Robinson

Student Council Class Representatives
Aubrey
Blair

Eighth Grade Representatives

Johnny Dochter
Rivera

Student Council Class Representatives
Jocelyn
Rivera

Freshman
Ninth Grade
class
Representatives
Representatives

Isabella
Maldonado

Student Council Class Representatives
Aedin Borja

Tenth Grade Representatives Danielle Gonzales/Kevin Acuna

Student Council Class Representatives
Shawn
Martinez

Eleventh Grade Representatives

Aliciana
Garcia

Student Council Class Representatives
Rebecca
Vigil

Twelfth Grade Representatives

Louis
Ossola

News Stories

Student Council Elections by Aiden Poole
The assembly started with everyone in the student body
receiving a ballot with the candidates for the student
council. Superintendent Mr. Blake Byall gave an informtional speech regarding the seriousness of casting votes
for the proper candidates. Right after his speech, he
passed attention to Ms. Andrews. She informed the students that these members of the student council are
competing because they want to help the student body with
needs and concerns for the school.
After Ms. Andrews' speech, she welcomed Shawn to
give his election speech for the president. Shawn proceeds
to go over the ways that he could have done a speech and
shows that he didn't do those speeches because he
wanted to show how serious he would take being
president. He then passed the microphone to Rebecca.
Rebecca starts off by telling the student body about her
ideas for a president and tells them of her experience in
the matter. During this speech, she even went off to answer
a question to show what she would do for the student
body.

After the speeches for the president, the candidates for
vice president begin. Aedin starts this off by telling the
student body that he is there to help show their voice and
that he will do what he can to ensure that this teamwork will
help them.
After Aedin unites the crowd he passed the stage to
Jocelyn who gave a speech on wanting Primero to be
united, and how we could work to solve problems as a
unified team.
After these speeches, they passed the stage to the
treasury candidates. Due to the Louie’s absence, the only
candidate is Aliciana. During this speech, Aliciana tells the
student body about the roles the treasurer would take, and
how she will work her best to fill this role.
This speech concluded the treasury speeches so they
announced the speech for the secretary. Kevin and Danielle
say that they want the students to be heard and that they
will help get the message from the student body to those on
the board. They gave the stage to Isabela. Isabela gets
really emotional when talking about doing what is best for
the school.

Student Council Election Continued
With the conclusion of all of their candidate's
speeches, Mr. Byall and Ms. Andrews took the
attention of the student body. They inform the
candidates and the student body that they were happy
to do the election with the whole school this year. Then
Mr. Byall calls down the high school volleyball team to
show his support. Hailey the team senior then gives a
speech on the improvement of the team with help from
their new players. When this speech is done Mr. Byall
calls down the high school football team. The football
team senior Ethan then takes attention. Ethan says
that the team is doing better than it has in recent years
and that the team has improved as well.

When the sports teams finished their speeches Mr.
Byall brings up the NWEA testing that will be taking
place the following week. He says that in recent
years the scores were not too great and that he
would appreciate it if the students would try their
best to get high scores. He then passes the stage to
Ms. Andrews and she says that this not only reflects
the students but the teachers who taught them. She
ends on the note that she believes in the students.

Student Council Elections
President
Rebecca Vigil

Vice President
Aedin Borja

Treasurer
Aliciana Garcia

Secretary
Isabela Maldonado

Bear on Primero Campus by Aiden Poole
A male Black bear with brown color was spotted on the
Primero School Campus on the night of 9-4-22. The board
and district doesn't know who spotted the bear and called it
in. This bear was caught on security cameras in front of the
school.
There was also a recent bear interaction west of the
school. There was another bear that had broken into
someone's house because they had windows open with
screens over them so the bear went right through the
window and got inside the house.
The trash cans that are at Primero were not secured
correctly. Bob Holder states, “These bears are hyperphagia
around 20 hours per day before they go into hibernation.”
There have been other bears spotted around the campus,
said Bob Holder.
A while back there was a large Black bear spotted at the
same dumpsters at the school. Bob Holder said, “There was
a brown bear at one of the staff housing's trash dumpster.”
There was no damage done to the property or the humans
by the bear.

Primero’s superintendent, Blake Byall, spoke with Bob
Holder about setting up a trap to remove the bear from the
area to decrease the chance of anyone getting hurt. The
bear was caught within a few hours after setting the trap.
The bear that was caught was tagged and moved to an
area in Huerfano County. This bear was marked as a
problem and if it is caught again the bear will be put to
sleep.

Primero’s school officer James Wilson checked the security cameras
and got the picture of the bear

Dress Code: A Continuous Controversy at School
By Samara Byrd and Caroline Diemer

Dress code has been a hot topic since the start of this year.
Many students and teachers have strong opinions on the dress
code. Most teachers think positively of the dress code, and for
the most part, see no issues. Some students believe the dress
code is very strict and limiting when it comes to expressing
themselves. So, in some cases, students and teachers don't see
eye to eye about the code.
What is the teachers’ point of view on the dress code?
In general, teachers feel positive about the dress code.
“[It is] Important that students are dressed in a presentable
manner….. When students dress more respectfully, it is easier
for others to respect them,” said Ms. Gallegos, Primero’s
business teacher. This seems to be the general census when it
comes to teachers' opinions on the dress code. Because this is
a school, and this is a professional environment many teachers
believe that the dress code helps the students dress
appropriately.
How do students feel about the dress code? To no one's
surprise, many students feel rather negatively about the dress
code; there are a few who believe the dress code is sufficient
and should be kept the same; however, others believe that the

Dress Code: A Continuous Controversy at School (cont.)
dress code limits their ability to express themselves.
One ninth-grade student said, “When we get to a more
professional business setting, we will have to wear uniforms,
so while we are still able to, we should be able to dress freely
and express ourselves.”
A senior said, “Most students are shocked by the
new strictness of the dress code this year. . . There
have been a lot more write-ups.”
One prominent discussion when it comes to the dress
code is slides and slippers. Many students believe slides
should be allowed in school. Students claim that last year,
slides were permitted to be worn on campus but not this year.
Teachers say that it is a hazard when it comes to fire drills.
Students counter that by saying so are high heels and sandals.
Needless to say, teachers and students don't see eye to
eye when it comes to the dress code. When will the dress code
be suited in the right setting for everyone? Can there ever be a
middle ground?

Students of the Month: September
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Jade Williams
Kindergarten

Jace Mangino
First Grade
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Haley Hill
Second Grade

Edition: 001

Asher Norris
Third Grade

Students of the Month (cont.)
Aryana Johnson
4th Grade

Jesus (Efrain)
Pancho Dominguez
5th Grade

KaceyMay
Costa
6th Grade

Tevin Van
Der Plaat
7th Grade

Student of the Month (cont.)
Aubrey Blair
Eighth Grace

Isabella Shew
Ninth Grade

Jairo Dominguez
Tenth Grade

Samara Byrd
Eleventh Grade

Student of the Month (cont.)
Rebecca Vigil
Twelfth Grade

Congratulations to all of the
students of the month for
september!

New Elementary Principal
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Our new elementary principal Kimberly
Radle came to us from Colorado Springs,CO.
She was an instructional coach for an
elementary school. She got her bachelor's
degree at CSU Pueblo and her masters at
CSU Boulder. She originally wanted to be a
graphic designer or a mortician. Mrs. Radle
said that there was no challenge in those
jobs so she went into education. She
coached volleyball for the middle school.

Edition: 001

New Principal Jeanine Duran Wants Students to
Know She’s Here For Them -Kassidy Houston
Primero Junior-Senior High School has a new
principal this year: Jeanine Duran. She’s lived in the area for
15 years and says she loves the school.
Last year, the school district’s Superintendent Blake
Byall wore several hats, doing all administrative and
principal duties by himself. This school year, Duran was
hired to relieve Byall of his junior-senior high principal
duties.
Although Duran originally wanted to be a mechanic,
she said the schooling for that occupation was too much
money. She then started coaching kickball where she found
that she liked working with kids and helping them achieve
goals. A few years ago, Duran was asked to tutor then she
began teaching third grade as well as two algebra classes.
In 2016, she received her principal certificate and was
an assistant principal at the elementary school. Recently she
was the assistant principal of an online school in Pueblo until
the Primero job opened.
Duran says if she didn’t start teaching, she wouldn’t
know where she would be today. “It feels like my destiny to
do it.” She also says that throughout her teaching and going
to college, her husband has been her biggest support.

She graduated from Adam State University in
Alamosa, and she believes she would not have been able to
do what she does if it were not for the classes Adam State
offered. Her goal is to connect with students and let them
know that besides their teachers, she is also supporting
them.
Education is important, she says, and she would hate
to see any Primero students drop out at 17. Lack of
motivation can be a problem. Duran hopes students continue
their schooling after high school graduation, and, if not, she
hopes Primero gives them enough to help them in the
working world.

Jen Reilly Becomes New Music Teacher
Wednesday
11/02/2022

By: Shawn
Martinez
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For years at Primero, ﬁnding an established and enduring music teacher has been a huge struggle; however, a new hope has
arisen in Primero’s newest addition: Ms. Jennifer Reilly. Her previous profession was teaching
at Van Bokkelen Elementary, a quaint school in Severn, Maryland.

Ms. Fritz is a respected member of the staff and Ms. Reilly’s neighbor when she moved to
Weston, which is a signiﬁcant reason Ms. Reilly came to this school. Ms. Reilly substituted for
primero two school years ago, and she loved it here as she states ¨…I liked the teachers, I liked
the campus, I liked the kids…and administration.”

Ms. Reilly plans to accomplish quite a bit this school year, as she plans to have students
perform at this year’s prom, a winter performance, and a spring performance. Her classes will
sure be busy practicing this year as they’ll be more involved with a myriad of school activities.

Officer Wilson, DOSS
By Harley Griego
Our new resource officer is James “J.J.” Wilson. He
came from the Trinidad Lake State Park as he was a
park ranger for them. He worked there for 7 years
before coming to Primero School. He said that he likes
it here. J.J did not always want to work around people
and wanted to work with the wildlife. He is from
Elizabeth, CO and was born in North Carolina.
He is also one of two sponsors for the class of 2028. He
also will be the MS basketball coach.
Welcome to Primero, Coach!
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Mr. Gandy’s 8th Grade: Views on the News
Correct Steps taken to Prep for Ian
By Reannon Ferraro
Hurricane Ian recently impacted Florida as it moved
up from places like Cuba. As Floridians braced
themselves for the worst. people in Manatee County
followed mandatory orders for evacuating if they lived
in low areas.
Schools, airlines, and other businesses shut down as
they prepared for the hit. Ian was expected to become a
major hurricane. Reporters reported that Ian’s force
became worse toward its center. While Ian had no plans
of stopping, “it moved north toward Georgia and the
Carolinas.
As people prepared for Ian, they were expected to
have a hurricane plan in place for their family or
themselves. People prepared by stocking up on goods
before its arrival and by setting sandbags down to divert
water from structures.

I think the government took the right steps to prevent as
many deaths, injuries, and damage to property as they
could. At this time the death toll in Florida from Ian is at
112.
This is a truly tragic event as people lost belongings,
houses, and businesses. It has put a lot of people in a
stressful situation, but many steps were taken to get most to
a safe area as quickly as possible.
The people of Florida also took the right steps to be
prepared for Ian when they set down sandbags and stocked
up on goods they needed. Ian affected many people’s lives,
but many took the right steps to prepare for it.

Mr. Gandy’s 8th Grade: Views on the News
Queen an icon and a legend
By Aiyana Borja
Queen Elizabeth II died at the age of 96 on September
8, 2022. According to the royal family, “The Queen died
peacefully at
Balmoral.” Balmoral Castle is in Aberdeenshire, Scotland,
and a residence of the British royal family.
The Queen’s reign lasted 70 years, the longest reign in
English history and the second longest in foreign history. A
former
French king, Louis XIV, is the longest reigning monarch;
he took the throne at age four and served for around 72
years. Queen
Elizabeth II is the longest-lived British monarch; she
surpassed Queen Victoria by 15 years.
The Queen received the crown after King George VI
died. And now she has died, and her oldest son, Charles III
has taken the throne. The Queen’s reign survived
throughout

the country’s crises for the past 70 years. Her funeral was
held at the Palace of Westminster in London.
In my opinion, the Queen lived a great life, and she was
a great queen for the people of England. She was an icon
and a legend for how long her reign survived and how long
she lived. She married Prince Phillip of Edinburgh on
November 20, 1947, at the age of 21.
Although not much is known about her death or the
cause, the royal family claimed she died peacefully. If she
did die peacefully, it was an honorable rest for the queen.
Even though some think the monarchy is outdated and
stupid, Queen Elizabeth II was a great queen from what I
have read. The United Kingdom is not ruled by the royalty,
but they do have some say in these decisions; the Prime
Minister makes most of them.
All in all, Queen Elizabeth II lived a good life and tried
to make the most of it from what we know.

Mr. Gandy’s 8th Grade: Views on the News
The dilemma of Harry’s missing
letters by Jaleysia Atkins
The queen of England, Elizabeth II, died September
8,2022, at age 96. At the queen’s funeral, filmmakers
caught on camera that Prince William’s and Prince Harry’s
military uniforms were different.
Prince Harry’s uniform was missing the ‘EIIR”
lettering.
The EIIR symbol stands for “Elizabeth Regina or it can
stand for “Queen” in Latin. Originally, Prince Harry was
not allowed to wear his military uniform to the
queen’s funeral. At the last minute, however, his father,
King Charles III, approved his request to wear the uniform.
Because of the last-minute changes, Harry didn’t have
the EIIR symbol on his shoulder like his brother, William.
A Fox News contributor announced the missing symbol
was an “oversight.”

I think Harry should have had the EIIR symbol on his
shoulder because it is a tribute to his grandmother. He
should have been able to honor his grandmother with his
uniform, which he almost was not allowed to wear.
This was a little disrespectful to the queen, I think,
because that was his grandmother, and Harry served to
protect the queen and the UK. I have an issue with this
because the funeral was also supposed to be a sign of
respect for the queen, and Harry almost didn’t get to
participate like his brother William did.
In the end, he was able to wear his uniform thanks to his
father, King Charles III. His father let him honor his
grandmother without the symbol on his uniform instead of
Harry having to wear just a suit. I think that it was a good
decision that his father let him wear his uniform.

Mr. Gandy’s 8th Grade: Views on the News
Breaking down a forever chemical
By Matthias Aragon
Scientists have found a new group of chemicals
known as PFAS. The researchers in the study say this
new finding could clean up pollution. Scientists got very
happy when they found this group of chemicals that can
slowly get rid of pollution.
PFAS stands for per -and polyfluoroalkyl substances.
These chemicals are non-stick, waterproof, and grease
proof. But at the same time, PFAS is hard to get rid of;
one can’t just burn it because it is not easy to do so.
Also, you can’t just dissolve it in water because that will
just leave a bunch more chemicals in the ocean.So, yes,
PFAS might be getting rid of pollution slowly, but one
would leave a bunch more chemicals wandering the
ocean. I kind of have an issue with this, because even
though the new chemical is getting rid of pollution, it
might also kill fish or other species of animals that

live in the ocean. The animals under the water can inhale
those chemicals, and that could possibly lead to death for
them. It might also contaminate seafood that fishers catch
in fishing traps.
I care because I wonder if it will make the fishes go
extinct and kill even some humans if the scientists are not
careful about it.

Mr. Gandy’s 8th Grade: Views on the News
Iranian woman’s death leads to protests
against sexist laws By Aubrey Blair
Before the death of Masha Amini on September 22,
2022, people began protesting Iran’s mandatory hijab
laws. These laws make it so that no matter your religion,
age, or ethnicity, a woman is forced to wear a hijab outside of her home. If a woman breaks this law, she could
spend 10 days to two months in jail or face fines from
IRR 50,000 to IRR 500,000 (one dollar is equal to
0.0000240). Even though these are the normal
punishments, the Iranian mortality officers beat Masha
Amini to death after her arrest on September 16 for not
following their standards. Protests began on September
17.
Amini’s death has brought attention to Iran’s sexist
laws, and more people are protesting for Iran to make
the laws fair no matter one’s age, gender, and sexual
preference. During these protests people have been
burning hijabs, taking off their hijabs, and risking their
lives. This has not only affected Iran, these protests have

also affected the Internet. For example, people have been
cutting their hair, bringing awareness to her death, and
putting up pages to show respect for the people who have
lost their lives during these protests.
Now in the fifth week of protests, a total of 233 people
have been killed, according to The Indian Times, with 23 of
them being children. Hundreds have been arrested, 20 of
them being journalists. The protests have not stopped as of
mid-October.
“The risk of torture and ill-treatment of protesters is
serious and the use of live ammunition against protesters is
an international crime,” said Iran Human Rights director
Mahmood Amiry-Moghaddam. IHR accused authorities of
using disproportionate force and live ammunition to
suppress the protestors. Iranian officials have stated that
they have arrested over 1,200 people as protests have been
happening in over Iranian 80 cities.
The UN human rights office has stated that the
organization is also extremely concerned with the officers
violent responses. The protests are yet to stop, so it is likely
to expect the number of deaths to go up.
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Do you have any questions?
media@primero.com
https://primeroschool.org/
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